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SF Market Produce Recovery Program donates 10 million pounds that
benefit 10s of thousands of families
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For many San Francisco low income families, a free bag of fresh vegetables is a real lifesaver.
The SF Market in Bayview recently announced that their Food Recovery Program has
successfully collected and donated over 10 million pounds of fresh fruits and vegetables,
benefiting the entire city and surrounding areas.Bay AreaTens of thousands of families have
benefited. These ingredients are distributed free of charge through community centers and
non-profit organizations, bringing health and dignity to many seniors, families, and immigrants

who would otherwise not be able to afford fresh vegetables.

This initiative, launched by the San Francisco Market, calls on more than 20 wholesalers and
vendors within the market to donate their daily surplus but still fresh and edible fruits and
vegetables. These are then distributed by 17 community partners, including Meals on Wheels

and Bayview Senior Services. Statistics show that the program recycles an average of over
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4,000 pounds of fruits and vegetables daily, making it San Francisco's largest food recycling

network and a vital force in preventing waste and ensuring food security in the city.

Mayor Daniel Lurie recently praised the project as a genuine act of goodwill in the city, saying,
"San Francisco's children and families deserve access to healthy food, and SF Market is our

most trusted partner."

State Senator Scott Wiener said that this is not just about recycling vegetables, but a pillar of

food security in the Bay Area because it connects farmland, businesses and communities.
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Senator Alex Padilla also stated that the achievements over the past decade have not
only reduced waste but also allowed countless families to rediscover the dignity of

having enough to eat.
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City Environment Director Tyrone Jue added that this is not just a social initiative, but

also a climate action, and every redistributed apple represents a responsibility to the

environment and the community.

Residents wishing to receive these free fruits and vegetables can register at
participating organizations or pick them up on designated delivery days. For example,
the Bayview Senior Centre distributes produce every Wednesday morning; Meals on
Wheels delivers groceries directly to seniors' homes by volunteers; and community
centers such as Mission Food Hub and Excelsior Strong announce their weekly
distribution times. These fresh vegetables are completely free, primarily targeting
low-income families, seniors, and new immigrants. Volunteers are also on-site to teach

residents how to preserve and cook them.



Mrs. Wu, who lives in Bayview, smiled as she held a bag of bok choy and said, "These
vegetables not only help us save money, but also make us feel remembered and cared

for by the city. This warmth is more precious than the vegetables themselves."
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